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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 152 


[Abstract:] Asks value of English pound sterling in 1794 & Egyptian piestre. 


Chicago Historical Society 
Chicago, Illinois, 
May 26, 1888 


D.M. Fox Esq. 
Supt. of the Mint 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Dear Sir: 


Thanking you for your courteous letter of January 30, last in answer to mail, which gave 
me much sound information, I would like to trouble you again. The account book of P. Ulman & 
Co. -— one of our greatest early merchants in 1794, were written in French, but the accounts were 
kept in “piastres and [Carolins]” sometimes in pounds sterling. He dealt with Indians, French, 
and Spanish subjects at St. Louis (doing business at Kaskaskia). What I would like to know is the 
value of the piastre, and pound sterling at that time in federal money. 


If you have any documents also on the subject of numismatics for distribution, outside of 
the Mint reports, I could be glad to receive them. 


Yours Truly, 
John Moses 


John Moses 
[Ed. The author refers to keeping money accounts in French piastres and Spanish Carolins, both 


equal to the Spanish/Mexican peso, but varying in account value according to silver content. 
RWB] 


